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About the Book 
This thoroughly researched book provides the first 
comprehensive history of how a UNESCO World 
Heritage site on the Central China Plain, Longmen’s 
caves and the Buddhist statuary of Luoyang, was 
rediscovered in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 
Drawing on original research and archival sources in 
Chinese, English, French, German, Japanese, and 
Swedish, as well as extensive fieldwork, Dong Wang 
traces the ties between cultural heritage and modernity, 
detailing how this historical monument has been 
understood from antiquity to the present. She highlights 
the manifold traffic and expanded contact between China 
and other countries as these nations were reorienting 
themselves in order to adapt their own cultural traditions 
to newly industrialized and industrializing societies. 
Unknown to much of the world, Longmen and its 
mesmerizing modern history takes readers to the 
heartland of China, known as “Chinese Babylon” a 
century ago. With remarkable depth and breadth, this 
book unravels both a bygone and a continuing human 
pursuit of artefacts—shared, spiritual, modern, and above 
all beautiful that have linked so many lives, Chinese and 
foreign.  
  
 
 
 
  
 

About the Author 
Dong Wang is distinguished university professor of 
history and founding executive director of the new 
Wellington Koo Institute for Modern China in World 
History at Shanghai University, as well as research 
associate at the Fairbank Center of Harvard University. 
Her books include The United States and China: A History 
from the Eighteenth Century to the Present.  
 
Praise for the Book 
“The famous Buddhist sculptures at the World Heritage 
site at Longmen are among China’s most important 
historical and artistic monuments. In this fascinating 
book, Dong Wang presents a path-breaking analysis of 
the ways Chinese and foreigners have understood the 
sculptures throughout the twentieth century, and how 
cultural heritage shaped views of modernity in China and 
elsewhere. In stressing universal spiritual values rather 
than nationalistic politics, the book makes an important 
and original contribution to our understanding of Sino-
foreign cultural relations, at the same time casting new 
light on the modern history of Chinese art and religion 
and on China’s development of a consciousness of 
heritage.” 
—Tim Wright, Editor in Chief of the Oxford 
Bibliographies in Chinese Studies 
 
 
 
 

 

SPECIAL OFFER  
 

30% DISCOUNT OFF LIST PRICE USING CODE RLFANDF30  
June 2020 • 304 pages 

  Hardback, 978-1-5381-4110-6, list price $95.00, after discount $66.50 
  Paperback, 978-1-5381-4111-3, list price $35.00, after discount $24.50 
        Ebook, 978-1-5381-4112-0, list price $33.00, after discount $23.10 

http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/obo/page/chinese-studies
http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/obo/page/chinese-studies


 

• Discount applies to these ISBNs only 
• Shipping and handling: U.S.: $5 first book, $1 each additional book | Canada: $6 first book, 

$1 each additional book, plus applicable Canadian sales tax | International orders: $10.50 first 
book, $6.50 each additional book 

 
FIVE CONVENIENT WAYS TO ORDER: 
 Online: https://Rowman.com  
 Call toll-free: 1-800-462-6420 
 Email: orders@rowman.com.  
 Fax toll-free: 1-800-338-4550 
 Mail to: Rowman & Littlefield, 15200 NBN Way, 

PO Box 191 
Blue Ridge Summit, PA 17214-0191 

All orders from individuals must be prepaid / Prices are subject to change without notice/ Please 
make checks payable to Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group 
 
Check:   MasterCard    Visa    AmEx    Discover    Check (to Rowman & Littlefield) 
 
Credit Card #:  
 

CVV #   
 
Signature: 
 

BILLING AND SHIPPING ADDRESS: 
Name  
Institution  
Street  
City, State, Zip  
Country  
Phone  
Email (for order 
confirmation)  

 
*eBooks must be ordered online only at www.rowman.com/ebooks. You may use the promo code 
RLFANDF30 for the 30% discount there. 
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978-1-5381-4110-6 Longmen’s Stone Buddhas  
(hardback) 

after discount: 
$66.50   

978-1-5381-4111-3 Longmen’s Stone Buddhas  
(paperback) 

after discount: 
$24.50   
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   Shipping Costs (see below)  
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